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I the end of 1900,
the | .wer end of the
Av 1oa Valley was
“er o1, although some
{: lived in camps
oo vee their small
.its wn houses plann-
#d for enlargement
dir - as circumstances
&7 aitled or for sheds
‘[ .ther sites were
-he en, were not yet
Jini hed.

£ . stof the first settlers in
"he -waroa Valley with in
breu ets the names they
zave their acres and any in-
‘orr.ation of interest
“olle s: :
Tv. o Babbage brothers —
AW, Babbage (Te Korahsa.
The ald Maori name for the
slufi on the section and for

he surrounding ~sub-
st ¢t according to old
Jao i distriet divisions).

ri.H. Babbage (Te Toi. This
was he name of the stream
flowing through the property
and 1nto the Awaroa river.
This is not -the iarger Toi

J.B. Scott (High Rock. The
bluff on this -section was
named by Miss Mary Cody,
afterwards Mrs J.B. Scott. It
is about the highest, if not
the highest rock in the area
and Miss Cody named the
whole property afier it).

Two Kendrick brothers —
W.E. Kendrick & J.H. Ken-
drick (Matarautahi. After
the stream that flows from
bush covered hills to the
Awaroz river. 1t was in these
hills that = young man
Michael Nelsoz, in search ol
poats. came upon the rock
drawings which aroused sc
much interest toward the
end of the 1970s).

Gilbert Robertsor —
(Struan. Name of Rober on
property in Scotland).

The above list begins with
the names of those farthest
from the old Awaroz lan-
ding, the one centre of the
district then, and ends with
Struan, the nearest to the
landing.

The journey therefore was

more tiring and difficult for .§4

those further away when
stores etc were needed than

strer m whick rises BaET I'FLMTOT those al the lower and

but {lows inlo Kawhia Har-
bour

V' 7). Humphrys (Wajkere.
4lter the name of the Jake on
the s--ction).

nearer end of the valley.

To Build A House
Most of the men who took
up those very first sections
in the valley. were either

gent, Mes Marrg ¢ avers, The srmies telic af proveen {

who cane tathe ares te:baild homes for their betrothed I
or wives and of the life thec=
her parent's

wamet had told through
experiences

married or about lo be mar-
ried and their first thought
was for a house.

My father built his
“whare’’ with the outer
walls of dressed ponga
trunks, all for the chimney
which if 1 can remember, the
trunks were not dressed. The
roof was of hand dressed
shingles and the floor was of
clay.

My mother had known peo-
ple who left NZ io settle in
South Africa and who had
writlen of life there, men-
tioning the excellent clay
floors it was possibie {o

iron chimneys.
make from the jocal clay. —. s with the furst “whare’, -
My father decided to try~

Y “the second had split shmgles f""
and make a similar floor “:£0 begin with, but these were
from description in the let- . \later replaced with cor-
ter.
zated iron.

The setilers on the next: 7: msghmg]es tended to leak
section, the Kendricks, sug- 3and needed _much repair
pgested to take _day _fmm “work. Worse still was that

their riverbank, where the 3 ¢ they harboured very unplea-
clay seemed superior and ’ :.sant black beetles.

very firm and good. ., & Like the first “‘whare™ the .
With this he agreed, but ; guter walls of the second ¥,
the ﬂoor dld not measure Up “wyere dressed ponga trunks
1o spe “isbmead, “zand as with -the first, they -~ .
This may have beendueto avere jined with “timber 0]‘-(( A L - T
L O ehechk

World War I). the fireplace
took up most of one end of
the building. In some camps,
it occupied all of one end.
These chimneys were usual-
ly of ponga or more often
split logs and by having so
wide a fireplace, the fire
could be made, wel] away
from the chirfin€i and water
could be spered as a
preventive of fire. other than
in its proper place.

When after some years my
father buill a second much
larger “whare”, he gaveita
board floor and corrugated
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the composition of the clay, ‘t‘-l-l.h_]"h AWES cmered with .

to the treatment given, ﬂnm Qvar v.l'-Jch 'waﬁnaber'
climatic conditions or aﬂ,%:a.—,pasted and very uraughl
three plus other factors. proof-wall:they were. . -

As was most often so in the% = Both buildings. were -COSy
camps and temporarjqz?} ainter with the fires go-
houses of that time {preling and itwas- quite unex-

i . {.pected Ho¥ind papered walls
2 Z msaﬁea ponga “whare”_-Un-

g’fgr{unate]y »my parents -
)‘_,’)edmam ‘4n “the second
'hare *had no ﬁreplace It
Aw.as ©n the shady side of the
use ‘and did feel cold in

winter, though not draughty.
3\23.1 issue: _The bride
més-to the district.
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" When - the

first

“whare’’ was finished’

my father returned to
Wanganui to be mar-
ried and to bring-his
bride to their new
home.

. She was a town bred girl,
quite new to life in the bush,
its isolation, discomforts and
difficulties.

They - stayed _a little in
Kawhia on the way home,

* then jained a camping party
at Te Maika for some days,
and in this way the bride saw
something of her new home
district.

They then set out for
Awaroa, to which there was
no way of going but by row-
ing over the harbour and up
the river.

Poor father, it was a long,
tiring pull. i

Revelation

For mother it was a
revelation. She had known
she was coming.to an un-
cultivated district and was
prepared for that, but she
had no idea of distances.

She had imagined a
roadless wilderness, with a
river through the bush that
was used for a road, but she
had thought of her home as
perhaps about 10 miles from
Kawhia and above the tidal
reaches, and every now and
then as she had imagined,
they would ride down the
river, with a pack horse for
stores and perhaps a game |
of tennis or other social con-
tact.

Nothing in her imagination
had approached what she
now found. o

The harbour was far wider
and longer than'she had pic-
tured and now they were in
the river, its interminable

“bends winding and twisting
further and [urther from any
sign of civilisation. Would
they ever reach the tide’s
limit where the river

—eee—
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_ suitability for riding in

This is the second part in a four part series called
- Bride in the Bush writlen by longtime Kawhia resident,
Mrs Mairi Cavers. The seéries tells of pioneers who-
came to the aréa to build homes for their betrothed or
wives, and ‘of the life these women had, told lhmugh
her parent’s experiences. T

-
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grotesque figure agamst a-
glimpse of sky or of whitened
water tumbling over a log-
But even these were
becoming indistinct when, at
long last they left the river
and passing along a short
bush track came upon the -
tiny clearing and the
“‘whare' my father had built

with so much thought.
They wsmountcsd end let

the horses go. Father went
forward to unlock the deor
and then stood back for
mother to walk first into the
new home. Inside there was
a rustling sound of some-
thing disturbed and the next
moment out of the dimness

became the road.
When at last they came to
the Awaroa landing, my
mother found that there was
still a ride through manuka
sérab, a steep hill to
negotiate, then bush before
the tidal limit was reached.
Mother had brought her

side saddle and riding habit
with her and whila father

went to catch the horses, she
changed into the voluminous
‘habit’ in which it was
thought suitable and modest
for ladies to ride in those
times. Even as she donned it,
mother questioned its

roadless districts. But it was

-*to be some yeays before she and right at mother rushed a
dared & openﬁeber. =t g frightened bush rat.
~ The journey’Yrom the old . .1t was mother’s last straw.

Y

X’ | timis u,\.)(7 i ffe

* on a metalled road. It was

Awaroa.landing to the gate
of that section today might
take 15 to 20 minutes in a car .

Qvertired, concerned about
distance from civilisation
which the long, unfamiliar
journey had made to appear
even greater, perhaps a little
homesick, she could take no
more and became
hysterical.

The shock must have been
fairly severe. Others may
‘have known. but it was

very difficult then. Yet that
journey was a small one
compared with the journey
necessary for settlers fur-
ther up the valley.

The End of the Journey

The sun had long set and

: many, many yea.mJater that
_ T'was told, and even then so_

-—Ue and understanding he -

long after, mother seemed to *
have difficulty in spealcmg of
it
. But then she went on to tell
me how good father had
been. He must- have been
desperately tired himself °
 after so Jong a pull, but gen-

_managed to calm ber.

“Then he soon had a Jantern
Ilt the fire going and the ket-
tle on. The *“‘whare”, which
had seemed so inhospitable ;
.and cold after being empty~
in his absence, soon became
warm and welcoming. But
mother wondered that even-
ing, if she would have the
courage and strength to be a
good bush housewife and a
pioneer. )

G svabavfgs

Sunrise and a .
Cloudless Sky i

Next morning mother .
listened to the dawn song of
the birds. She rose and went
to-sit outside on a fallen log
in front of the “whare”. The :
sun’s first rays shone froma
cloudless sky and the bush, .
which had seemed so sinister |
in the gathering dark, nowj
became beautiful, a sunlit'?
bush, a sanctuary for the:;
chorus of birds still smgmg i
in the early day. g

She thought, to use her
own words, it isn't going to:
be so bad after all. 3

R et P

afternoon was merging inte —w————
evening when the tidal :
reaches were left behind and
the horses splashed along .
the rivers edge. My mother

had never been in dense bush -
before and now, as the :

'

daylight weakened, it seem- ;
ed to crowd in upon her, an :
army of trees on either side, =
growing darker and darker ; I's)
until the individual trunks
were not to be dlstmgmshed '
one from the other. :
Here and there smalll . | :
scrub lent over the water
from the bank, apart from
the bush. presenting a
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Northward bound

{‘C..me—‘ i3 cworef
- By Mairi Cavers -

In 1900, my father-

Gilbert Robertson rode
up the coast from
Wanganui to Kawhia.

At Eltham he was joined
by a friend, Alfred Babbage,
whose idea it had been to go
north and look for Iand in the
newly opened Kawhia
district, which he had visited
briefly by coastal steamer
and thought attractive.

To travel up the coast on
horseback took the two men
about a week riding by day

and camping by night gud-

meeting ¢ few people on the
way. Orié of the few advised
them strongly to reconsider
their plans and forget
Kawhia. The land was bad
he said and they would do no
good by settiing there.
Oddly that same man
bought a section in the
Kawhia district himself
many years later. He did not
stay long, I have never heard

_.ﬁ.
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ese two young men were
and the mare took no harm
from her experience.

Perilous

My father often told us of
the old track over Moeatoa,

a narrow footed track of old"

. Maori times. Over it the.peo-
ple of Ngati Toa must have
travelled when they
migrated south sometime
around 1820. The exact date
is not known.

Qver this track, the two
men led their horses. My
father grasped a manuka
bush and loocked over the
edge. One look was enough.
It was a sheer drop. Going
very gently so as nol to star-
tle the horses, they reached
the end without mishap.

From The Pasl

Once over that perilous
track, the men began to look
about them again. Charred
logs interested them. It
could be seen that they had
.lain there a long time.

Later enquiries told them

why. Z. w‘f&‘r‘“‘ﬁ"*%dﬁ}mat they were the last of Te

Hitch Ewn A Horse - |
QOne day on the coastal

journey, Mr Babbage's.

horse became jammed bet-
ween some rocks and
whatever was done the
frightened animal would not
try to free herself.

" Higher and higherst rose un-

til the water swirled about
her legs and still they could
not free her. The two men at

" at their wit's end to know -

what to do, when a wave,
bigger than all the rest,
swept up surrounding her
completely. - i

She struggled at last and,

broke free. How thankful

Rauparaha’s fireg.

Te Rauparaha of Kawhia
was a rampageous chief. A
good leader, a clever
strategist but guick to take
offence.

Possibly his touchiness

_ was related to bad heaith for
he suffered from asthma. At
any rate he made a great
many enemies.

At last neighbouring iribes
felt he could not continue and
that something must be
done. Waikato and
Maniapoto teok the matter in
hand, and Te Rauparaha and
his people were forced {o flee

to Arawi, a small promon-~

tory jutting into the sea near
Taharoa.
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All agreed that Te
Rauparaba must go and
there were tw}s dphidhs’
how this should happen. One
faction said that Te
Rauparaha and his people
should be exterminated
without mercy, men, women
and children. The other
agreed that the district must
be rid of them, but whatever
was done it must be done-
without bloodshed.

Hiakai of Waikate devised
a clever plan to which.
Rangituatea of Maniapoto
agreed. With persuasive
tongues they suggested 2
fishing expedition.

' The party set out.

Hiakai and Rangituatea
had secretly been in touch
with Te Rauparaha calling
for him one night (according
to custon) and Rangituatea
told him to leave for the

An article on the early
history of Kawhia and its
surrounding district by
long-time resident of the
area, Mrs Mairi Cavers.

In this they saw am omen.

. Or perhaps a symbol of their:

sorTow. A great tangi broke
forth, perhaps the greatest
that the Kawhia district has
ever known with men,
women and children mourn-
ing for the loved ones left
behind, for their dead, their
homeland, ifs rivers, har-
bour and hills which they
would never see again.

“Lie there Kawhia,” they
wept. “For Kawhia's people
have gone -to Kapiti, to

Wa:pounamu the green-
stone water.”” - ./
When all had pasaed out of

sight of Ngati Toa lands, and
were well outside Kawhia
territory, Te Rauparaha lit

south at once. B4~ T o7 ok F¢ e dry autumn bushes, as he
Then began’ the lﬂngr—-‘had arranged with Hiakai

Strait.

their ancestral boundaries,
g 2d the slopes of
foeatoa.

As higher and higher they
climbed more and more of
the land lay stretched before”
them.

Kawhia Harbou:, a great:,

sheet of water lay calm and
still and reflected in it was
the image of a cloud of
strange appearance.
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* journey to the region of Cooicz“‘and Rangituatea to dojetting
Carrying - allq they

possessed Ngati Toa ‘paced
southward and stiil within -

themni&m\k that all was well
and a great cloud of smoke
showed the two friendly war-
riors that the fugitives had
passed out of their ancestral
lands without bloodshed.

The fire continued to burn
until all that was left on that
part of Moeatoa were some
charred logs which drew the
attention and interest of my
father and his companion 80
or more years later, when
northward bound, they pass-
ed that way.
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Waitomo News, Tuesday, 11th March, 1986

When in 1900, my parents

; came to live in the remote
- Kawhia district, which had

lately been surveyed and
opened [or settlement, there
were no roads for travel or
transport of goods.

In the Awaroa Valley,
where they were among the
very first settlers, the river
was the road. Canoes mann-
ed by capable Maoris
navigated the tidal reaches.

Above the lide's level

The following is-the first article in a
series by Mrs Mairi Cavers of Kawhia on
the early history of the coastal settlement.

horses splashed along stony
shallows and waded the
deeper places. Occasionally,
in floods, they swam,

The Awaroa winds ‘and
twists between river {lats on

its lower reaches to far

above the tidal level until it
passes through what is
almost a ravine — steep
hillsides on either side leave
little room for river flats,
and so it en(winés for some
way until the valley widens

. to larger river flats- once

\\ T v

more.
- Short Culs

Later, many cricket mat-
ches and picnics were held
on these wider [flats, but at

first, when they were still in

bush, the settlers used them
for short cuts, to avoid roun-
ding the bends, until in
winter they became so mud-
dy that, excepl in [lood time
it was betler fo round the
bend after ail.

- All over the Kawhia
district of those times it was
the same.

Old .Maori tracks along
ridges, surveyots tracks,
creeks, rivers and mud flats
al low tide — these were the
roads and all journeys were
slow. B

“Callers™ visiting friends

a few miles away came lale .

in the day because they had
been travelling all morning.
They stayed the night and
then went home the next
morning.

Canoe Monthly

All goods and mail came
once a month by Maori
canoe from Kawhia to the
Awaroa landing - and
travellers leapt ashore from
the canoe, drawn close to the
bank.

Welcome mail was receiv-

ed, goods stacked on the

bank, then waiting

packhorses were loadec_i for

T

”Awa,roa, river ‘the main
road for early settlers

the long trek home.

There-was no timetable '
and no set day for the ser-..

- vice. It was a matter of the

day.and the time convenient
for the canoe's crew.

No doubt the hours may

easier to paddle with it than
against it, but the Awaroa

- have depended a little on the °
. tide, for it is undoubtedly .

river would have been .

navigable at most times for

a river canoe.

Ilauturu Launci]
The settlers dealt with

Kawhia storekeepers in the
first days, but later when Mr

George Grey brought a-
launch, which he called the .

Hauturu, Mrs Grey opened a

store and with it she ran the *
Post Office. The very first .

step to improvement in
travelling was made.

So much time could be sav-*
ed. Goods could be bought;

and loaded onto pack horses

at once and there was a set’

day for the mail.
!
To be continued.
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Bride in the

bush

The use of kerosene

her parent’s experiences.

¢ This is the final part in a four part series calied
; Bride in the Bush written by longtime Kawhia resident,
Mrs Mairi Cavers. The series tells of pioneers who
came to the area to build homes for their betrothed or
wives, and of the life these women had, told through
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in the Bush household, s not always could a suitable

in fact in most country
“households, was
general, even 60 years
ago. %
Kerosene in the first 20 or
30 years of the 20th century,
continued to provide country
homes with light. Candles
were used too, but the main
light in the home in the even-
ing was from the kerosene
lamp, a soft, soothing light,
which did not try the eyes.
Small cookers, for frying

or for_boiling a.kettle. .
Or_ior _boiling a xet A.E"‘““"Q:"e*':-'—'kefoseﬂe-tiﬂ%buekeilacouié:“

run on kerosene. There were
also kerosene Toom-heaters
— these, most probably were
not so popular as other
kerosene appliances or not if
they smelled as strongly as
did the cne my parents had
to warm trfm, sunless
bedrooms. However, it did
warmn the air.

My mother made
“‘kerosene  emulsion’ for
checking a certain blight
(Wooly Aphis) on fruit trees
and she put a little kerosene
on dusters to make a better
job of dusting, and also
because spiders and other in-
sects dislike it.

Kerosene storép lanterns
and smail wall lamps were
the property of everyone.

There seemed no end to
the uses of kerusene in the
life of the bush housewife. A
dash of kerosene in the rins-
irg water was even used for
hair washing. It left the hair
healthy and glossy and was a
great cure for dandruff.

The Kervsene Pump

The kerosene was pumbed
into Iamp, lantern or for
whatever it was needed by a
special kerosene pump. A
hole was made in the top of
the_fire and the pump in-
serted. When the tin was
empty and the pump remov-
ed to the new tin, the top of
the old one was cut right out,
the raw edges hammered
down a handle put on and
hey presto, a new bucke:.

site be found near a creek. In
this case tanks were the only
alternative,

There was always water
somewhere in the locality,
and people dependent upon
tanks piped water to the
house, as soon as they were
able, 5

For everyone, the river or
a creek was often used in
summer for washing clothes,
for it saved the man of the
house carrying so much
water.

The copper (or the
be boiled up on the bank of
“the stream and-clothes hung

on bushes to dry.

In those early days, when
even the wash was not possi-

ble without a kerosene tin

bucket, great care was taken
of the buckets used for
" clothing, They must be dried
at once when done with for
the day, turned upside down
and left in a dry place. Rust
forms easily in damp,

ungalvanised buckets andA

rust becomes irorad oK

A
clothes which ruins them: "’.é

Before we leave the sub-
ject of water and creeks,
there is another thing which
was performed at our creek
in fine weather — butter
making. It was a wonderful
place in which to wash the
newly made butter and no
need to carry the water fur-
ther than to a large basin
placed on the bank.

On that bank too. between
the place used for butter
making, some yards further
down clothes were ' often
washed where was a seam of
pale bluish clay. This clay,

we discovered, made an ex-
cellent soap. My sister and I
often used it for our faces, it
left the skin so smooth and
soft,

1 ‘write of my own home
and family in those early
days in the bush, in the
Kawhia district. But though
all lives have different ex-
periences, the general condi-
tions in a given situation are
the same, and so in this way,
I write for everyone who
wert into the bush, as people
said, and took up land.

Kawhia was so much later

than-other places.in becem- -~ -

ing a farming area, that all

--who went to live there came’

fromm districts far more
developed, where life was
easier and hormes more, ~om-
fortable, and though i 'was
generally much warmer
than many southern places,
there were many problems
to over come.

Though my thoughts go out
to the memory of them all, I
think I must save a corner of
this memory for the women
especially. They did not get

away from the mmonotony of . _
the domestic %eﬁd—'fés?‘-the .

men did. They felt the isola-
tion more and homesickness
was not unknown.

“I walked on until I could
see Albatross Point,” she
said, ‘I thought: beyond that’
point and southward is
Taranaki, my home, my
brothers and sisters. 1 did
this as often as I could,
because it made them feel
nearer. It comforted.”

No, it was not my mother
speaking, but another of the
very early pioneer women in
the Kawhia district, in the
very early days. -
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FARLY KAWHIA.
Snippets by C.P.W.

I have often been meRed both by visitors and resldents,"What made
Kawhia +tick in the early twenties?" go, Tor my artlole tThis month I
will recall +the various businesnen etn. operating about that +im~ T~
keep within the normal space avallavle in the "Poat",nomos luv :Lved
will be kept to g8 minimum.

Beginning along the waterfront....we had a regident County Enginesr
(Mr.Gould) esnd a resident County Clerk (Mr.Barton).There was the
"Kawhia Settler" newspaper published weekly (Mr,Schnackenberg) , the

" Northern Steamship Co.(Mr.Langley) sometimes handling 2 steamers &
week, On the cormner of Jervois and K&Qra Ste. was Mr, Wackett's lolly
shop. Next we had Ward Bros.engineer's shop with the plcture and
dance~hall above 1t with silent movies once weekly and talkies from -
1927. Then Mr.Berg's boat-building shed folloﬁed.by the whale—boat
sued end Mr,Wright's saddlers shop. Hext was Mrs.Mclonagle's store
and billiard room and finally on the waterfront Mr.Reading,fisherman,
and his smokeho: se. Proceeding up Jervois St., from the wharf on the
right-hand gide we had Oldbury 8 General Store, Mr.Chase's store,Geo.
Haxwell's boot repair shop and on the corner Mr.Shewelry's fruit shop.
About whers Mre.Culley's house is now,s%ood a boarding-house (Mrs.
Neilson) and next to it was the firs+t Bank of N.Z. Opposite Geo.
Gould's and standing on piles was +the Library then & gap to Rendall's
butcher-shop, On the Four Squars oorner we had Nesbit's barber shop,
algo soft drinke and billiard room, Arvound the corner we had Robinsone
Garage and next Dan Robinson's soft-dr’nks faotory.Back to Jervois St.
coming up the lefit—hend side opposite the Community Hell was a2 tallors
ghop then Mr.Shewelxry's general stors followed by Breines's Bakery
with bread 6 days a week,also theirlfgé—roomf, On the oormer o

Tainui St.was Jonathan & Co. General Store.Acrogs Tainui S5t. to the

- Poat Offics(exchange hours 9gm — 5pm) .Next was Hotel Moana (Mre.
Schultz)later Tainul Hotel(Mrs.W.Scotht) followed by the newly built
B.N.Z. with resident Meneger(lMr.Morgan).Up the left side of Tainui St.
cpp.Police Station was o Chemist Shop(Mr Bdgar previously Mr.Mann and
before him Mr Wllson) On the right-hand side of Tainui St. was the
Courthouse(F.W Platts , Stipendiary Maglstrate of Hamilton) Police
Station(Conet,Smith) and in Jamok Murch's house lived Dr.N. Weddle.
Also on this oorner were the nffilces of & resldent Barrister and
Solioitor(Mr.Mathieson) and rasident Surveyor(Mr Jaok) There was &
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_apldent Tublio Works Overseer(Mf Wightman)in Pouewe St. In Charleton
54, Mr.Hamilton had his stables and housing for his Coaches which ran
onoce weekly to TeMata and Oborohanga. Kewhia had a Defence Rifls Club
with the rifle-renge on the hills in a velley parallel %o and south o:
the present golf courso. ‘Kawhie's, third boarding—nouse was ST Flmo

(Mrs JMoxgan)situated vhere tarol and Rex Adam nqw live. The Gottag%‘
Hoopital under Sister M.Reldy und two nurses provided for matefnit?' i
gonoerol and noocildent onses. Builders wereh.H. Knight & Co.,Radlo '
donlor wos Riochard Ward and lounohoes weroe hired by H.Morgon,d. SOHULT&

<
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and H.Draper. Mr. C.R. Morris was Land and Estate AgentAand Martin'
Oldbury wes & Tailor. Our dentist came from Otorohanga and Hudl
Wotoro was General Oarrler. Ouw Tovn Clerk wes J.X. Newtons
Kawhia's homes and shops wWers 11t by kerosens lamps exocept for the
odd mootylene gas Bystem built by Ward Bros. Ordinary mail camc by
1aunch from the Coach Terminal at the Oparau Ferry and parcel mall
cemo by steamer from Onehunga. '

ves} Kawhie really did tick in those dayss

.C‘Il.llll.l‘l!l’i"'l.ll...l.‘l.i"......l.
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74& SPU‘FM%M v & deler acd o0 Coastald SHarven

The &nd of an Era
In the early years of this century, a great deal of travel continued to be done
1;9, coasital steamer, The flain Trunk railway line was not completed, and for some
years after it was through, coastal steamers otill conveyed passengers, though not
00 many as previouwsly.
As roads improved, and cars came dnto the countawy An plenty, people were alle o
go {rom place to place in their own vwhicles. B y degrees the eiegmers came Lo carry
ondy goods. Even that c,me 1o an end when s0 many trucks became available to
convey cargo overland.

My mother an J watched our coasial vessel steam a Little way up the channel {from
' ke wharf, and turn, outward bound, for the last time. That was in 1944.

My mother was a bad sailor and hadabandoned, at the first posesible moment,
any. -thouW of coastal travel for land iravel, but we were witnessing the end of
an exa, andit brought a pang of sadness. Coastals had served Xawhia before Rawhia
had a wharf.

A Pipa:eer Famili.

TH e late flns Joan m%oﬁ{o?ﬂmzue, in a leiter dated 11 April 1973, wroie
ol the awrival of her parents and herself £ in Kawhia to settle in the Awarca valleys
"] was two years old when we came to Kawhia in the Xanierl from Waitara.
There was no whail. Mlother climbed down a zope ladder, her feet guided Ly a
stalwart Maori who afterwards carried her ashore.”
That was in 1900 , and recoades the arrival of Mr and fns H.{?ﬁmpfﬂg/a and thedr
Fh-e-Humpry- dcwgbteﬂ. Joan. qum years later another daughter, B arbgra was born..

The H umphrys family owned a property of 1000 acres in the Avaroca valley, which
they called"aikere" after the lake of that name which lay hidden in the bushclad
hillse at the back of the property
Mr H-umphuys was English and new to backblock Life in llew Zealand. He disliked the
bush & hich had a depressing effect upon hia, and he was not completely happy with
h_io .;ecuon which he #oun.d harder to'bring in" than had at fiwei scemed the case.
But.]Ln,e remained there Lon about eighiteen years, then it was oold with its
confortalble Little cottage of piteawn timber, and the thriving o&chmdwfudt.tfwy,
had planted leside it.
9% was from that verandah, that as a child of nine J saw H alleys comet 76 years ago.
T e new owners did noi live there, employing a manager. "Waikere" wqs nevex a
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~e again. Tﬁewmwmmmuﬁom.ﬁi@zm
daughter had io have one leg aapu,ta,ted.ﬂite achool to which the children would have
gone closed for lack of encugh children coming on io at'.e.p,!_ac.e those leaving.
THe manager and his wife decided to leave and noone took their place, then o

adnce, though the block is sometimes still called "the Humphrys block”,

TH e house wa/,; pulled down eventually, and later a bulldozer ettecked-the——
altered the site of the homestead and orchard out of all recognition, and all that

renained were a few ornamenital trees which fMlrs H umphiys had planted,
The {fawm today is a wilderness .
A False Stoay
Many years after the H-umphrys family had left the district I visited a Xawhia
residént who had not known them, leing a much later arrival.

At afternoon tea she said "What d curious story about that e H umphiys who Lived
up the Awaroa valley--- and how sad.”

J was surgrised. Ue knew the # umphuys family well. My parents knew them in
Uanganui before the Awarca was to know either—- Hns Humphrys and my moither were

gt school zogethenr., *.ﬁ,/ e & A C.,meurg Wg{a/}_ o Frwele .
"Oh, " I answered. "What was that?!

"Jhve been told that he Lived up that valley alone, and suddenly disappeared. Mo
mesoage left, no goodbye to anyone. H e just vanished and was never heard of again”
When J had enough breath agein, J exclained"T,ere 45 not a word of twwth in that
storye fr and fes Humphrys and their tuwo daughters moved o llew Plymouth and they
are stLL Living there", i.f,,—t.ch, was 40, at thgi itime/
But who would think up such a tale-- and whiy?.

Farewel: to Rawhia
ffn Heumphrys' birnthpl.ce was in England but as a young man he came to few Zealand
and never lelft it,
Rfter the farm in the Awaroca valley was sodd the H-umphryos family left the district
and, as they had arrived, oo they lefi, "-by. esastat-oteaner, otill used alopg the
coast -thﬁu.qh the # ain Trunk Line had been completed many years. Tiis time they
wa&,edaiongtheumu,ﬂandaumagmgwaytobamdme4ﬁtmg Rope ladders o
clanber up and down ints dinghies were a thing of ithe past in Kawhia .

THe#mdy.o»taye.dﬂozlabbtfu.e.Meina&neuwauqamuandﬂwnnea/zﬂumte&uwe,
thaz,&oundahominﬂzw?b;nowthwhe}cethey.ljyedﬂo&myew and where, 4R
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death her mother went to.live with them, bringing the green pawiot Hesst- H ectonr.

Hreclor died alout 75 years odd it was thought , in the 7950's and was lburied in
their garden., T?rt ey have gll passed on now.

e and s Humphrys memories would have streiched back to New Zealand in
Colonial times———- s Humphiyps was Ethel Ward, one of ithe nine children of Judge
Yard who was an interpreiesr in the Land Bars and an eardy ludge of the flative
Land Court,

They would zecall their arrival in Xawhia and the Lirst days in the fwdroa
Ualley when ithe Awarca River was the road; when the Maoris brought mail and
R~d0engers 4in thedr cances to the Awarca tanding; when acte upon acre of standing
bush was felled o the 2ing of axes; when ithe lush lurned and ithe grass was Acwn
in the embers to make the land into farms ; when timber was pitsawn to make
their house; and when the steamers of the llorthern Steamohip Company were the
difeline upon which the district depended for 40 many years.

M. F.Cavers
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