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SIR. FRAN
W, Eim JMNULLAHﬁad 2o cut his Cabul i
And down bis scepire ( that precarious bauble),

% - You just sat tight and savy the business throngh
T3l everybody else had Jown but you.

CIS H

——

i vfnd rmw_wuga t-c.; pla_],- t}:-e_ggrztle de.gbe;t-,l b

|| Land o great givers—nome that you?ll apprasse
| Life that dear Severn. of your Shrewsbury days.
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. ~The King and Queen™of:}
"who' haye beeh staymg ‘ncogni
Paris .since - their“return from: Berli
deft yesterday ; afternoon ;. for

» From thé middle of the English Chan
nel to..Dover four. British' destroyers:
escorted * the: steAmer Maid of Or-
leans"in which their Afghan Majesties

five - fighter :ae‘rppiﬁne

-guns of Dover: Castle’thundered
a-Royal salute.  Waiting on*th
was: the Prince of:Wales: weari
uniform' of, the, Welsh': Guards 4
AMarshal

_the Prince were. Field-Marshal Alle:
'Lie;u_ﬁ.-_CéIbhéI.,;ﬁir‘=‘Ffax'17;’i: Hum
British: Minister at; Kabul, the
-:Mi - 3 iy = auan;;' r
ite ached ‘o
Majostion. , o6k b
As.goom a5 the veseel-had heen mads
fast the ‘Prince''of 'Waleg*approache:
the: gangway ‘and- welpbm}éd‘_]ﬁngf’:&m;z
nullahzand-'Queen . Souiiya, . while~ the"

‘them:."After ‘inspecting thé Guard “of
Honour, their Mpe-c
| address “of. welcome presented by ‘the
Mayoress - handed  Queen . Souriya’ '
bouguet -of red andwhite Toses, .and
the Queen bowed:her thanks. ™= i
After the - reception at: “Victoria Sta-
tion and’ the -ceremonial 1
Buckingham “Paldce,

g . Thén, stepping back a -few

-paces, the Afghan King stood for a mo-.

ment barcheaded and bowed. ™ . ¥«
" The - King" and ;

came from France, while overhead flew |,

s, Asthe’ Maid '
of. Orleans entered Dover_Harbour:the {"
“forth.

band-played the Afghan National An-{' -
ajesties listened to'dn |.

Mayor and Corporation of ‘Dover, The'|’

onial veception af [ -
-thesRoyal visitors] . !
left by motor-car to'pay homage:at the |
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| occasions in.
| tive' that risk

| my ow
I epicof ‘the! air-which
| history. ¥Tt was,.
{|:-worthiavhile o face the:

| tion by Jand ha

Tpalace at

1 ladders, no  quarter; an
i ingtmassacre: The Kmg ¥

S e el
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all means’ 'of com

1| The. aeroplanes flew, i

"{‘Bagdad; andeverr={ro)

£y
Nearly 600 British subjects.and fo

;| single casualty._: i Aladnti

GLAND SAVEDFRO}
.- “There was ‘ane,
“incident;?” Jcortinued.
phry. "“Emng No. 2
“garrison. of 5000 m
“Kabul; was
four” hours’ ultimatum.

ternative. was an ittaélé “with

‘nothing would: induce him. to’' come:out’
uiless. tie-safety of himself and hisTad-
desiwas taken in-hiand by an English-
man. - We had’ no soldiers, and- no

means: of -enforcing  our :authority ex-:

they obeyed. The, aero-

tunately for msithey’o 1 rae;
-silence, and ‘the King |

-planes; Janded .

andtrhis Jadies escorted: by, unarmed’
ishimen fro o British Legation,

ers were conveyed to ‘safety .without a |

an attacking force. of 712,000+, Th:la - b

[ ‘.-:rDQ
plied that |

cept by our .fongues.. - The aerodrome:|’
was situated between the two armies. ||
only ~400 yards"from ‘each, and raked |
- by a devastafing cross-fire.  'We had %o ||
‘| take the risk, ind we " telegraphed for |-

= When the machines’ arriv- |

ed an” sight “from :India ‘wé ' cave the |!
Signal £ both ariies to cease fire. | For-
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¥ 2ZEALAND HERALD,

DANGER [N AFGHANISTAN.

HE" BRITISH.

T e

| COURAGE. AND FORTITUDE. .

‘Brifish Wireless. RUGBY, Feb: 4.
{ Ig the House of Commons to-day
Tolonel Howard Bury, Conservative mem-
ber for Chelmsford, asked the = Foreign
Eecretary,‘ Sir Austen Chamberlain,” about
reports to {he effect that Sir - Francis
Humphrys, British Minister in- Afghanis-
tan, and his staff. were to be w_ithdlmwn
from Kabul. The member asked whether,
in view of the importance of maintaining
a British Minister there and the facility
with which in case of danger he could be
\withdrawn by air, Sir Austen would can-
‘inue to maintain the Legation 'and the
istaff.v s 7 o
| “8ir Austen replied s thak -subordinate
mem he_Legation staff and other
persons, both British m&ﬁfure;gw,-mhosn_
‘contimaed presence in” Kabul iwas not
lessential bad been, or were being, /with-
Qdm‘m' .The question of the withdrawal
lof the British Minister and his staff-must
\depend dpon circurmstznces.  * :
The ~Minister said he could not make
‘any statement in" anticipation of the deci-
sion that might -finally be taken on- the
question, but the removal by air of even
& small” number of ‘persons might very

o

=

1 M from " ithere .naturally

et

well prove to be by no means an easy
matter. g ol :

"On behalf of . the, Government, . Sir
Austen expressed its admiration for the
courage and fortitudo which Sir. Franecis
Huniphiys and his staff had displayed in
circumstances ‘of great difficulty and
danger. A similar - tribute ‘vr‘as due to
Lady Hﬂmphl’yé and other < ladies who |

were withdrawn some fime ago.

| Erancis 55 a' nephew CE 3z Paicy

~ first in the Worcestershire Yeomanry and

| joined, the 25th Punjabis,” and after.a
: year with his'

. India.
' as a mark of his appreciafion’ of bis ser- |

- | Afler the Armistice he was appointed

" | understand Pushtu- and - Persian ~well,

*\§fr Francis Humphrys, British Minister |
at Kabul, to wwhom apd to swhosg staff, S {1
Austen Chamberlain -paid a2~ tribute; for |
‘el coutage and fotitude, 3 3, ap ot

he latg Rev
itey Nallis
B

SRR et e W
daugliter of ‘the Rev:'
cher, of Worcester,” England: .

Boncliery.of ‘Kumeu, North 'Aucklind |1
After serving in' fhe Soutlr-African War,

then-in; the mounted infanitzy, Sir Erancis.
_ régiment he was attached | §
{0 the Political Department, where “the
greater “part of ‘his Service has ‘been
_spent on. thé mporth-west frontier of
‘He had the responsibility” and
honour. of entertaining. the present King |1
when “His Majesty ‘toured those . parts. |'}:
The King presented him with a gold watch

“vices. . B G
' In 1917 Sir Francis served inithe Greal
War as’a pilot in ihé Rayal Air Force.

| Pollitical -Officer of the Khyber, and, then |-
| Deputy  Foreign Secretary .at  Delhi' in.
charge of the negotiations at Kabul, and
o Kabul as’
; Minister jn -1922. .  He: speaks and can
which he mastered before the Great War
when ‘serving ‘on the morth-west frontier
‘as Political Agent.. Kabul, when he got
there, was 3 hot-bed of political intrigne. |-
.but His knowledge of the Eastern min
and * languages, ' combimed  with :
courtesy,’ good. temper and- nee, 1.
pained  the trust. and 'comgderce bf the|

Ring. .The. Queen ‘Feicomed . Lady

Humphrys, as &hps’can ' converse,

Pushtu_also. . 7,7 v a0 7 il
. “When _the Tyitish Tegation ‘was des-
troyed ly-sare some time ago Sir Francis
was-alivenity and- a Bo]shev;k_»i;gtﬂff is
rentrted |16 jgle “most unfor-
Tempited 16 have SCEE he had been
i eétP avith all his staff.’2 :

in} -

ot my call,

« wuw OUIPANY. A
 ~J AN EPIC OF THE ATRA

Colonel Sir Francis Humphrys,. re-
{ cently Minister at Kabul! related some
of the exciting events in that city-when-
| distributing prizes at Shrewsbury School
| this week.  After appealing to the boys:
to show a spirit of enferprise and ad.+
venture, Sir Francis said - there were
occasions in life when it was impera-
tive that risks should be taken.. ‘Jf
I may refer to recent happenings in
which T have been involved,” he con-
tinued, “I will tell you, for the first
time, and i my own words, about an.
epic of the air which is unparalleled in
history. Tt was 2 thousand = times
worth while to face the risks so calmly
taken by the Royal Air Force to save
Kabul when all means of communica-
tion by land had been hopelessly cut off. |
The aeroplanes flew 13 our rescue from
Bagdad. and even from KEgypt, cover-
ing somebimes as much as 1000 miles in
a single .day. These machines had oper-
ated before only in hot climates, and
at a maximum height.of 4000 feat.-
They were suddenly” called upon to’ fly
over snow-bound  and " jinhospifable
mountains, at a height far greater-than
the Alps, in a temperature 30 degrees
below zero, and to land on a. strange
aerodrome, in two feet of snow, with a
fierce batftle raging in the neighbour-
hood. But never once did they refuse
More than eighty journeys %
were made, and about 35,000 miles were
flown, with the loss of one machine,
f;r'ozen in the air, and one shot down.
Nearly 600 British subjects and foreign-
ers were conveyed to safety without a

single casualty.

\}{EN GLAND SAVED FROM WAR. 7%
;. ““There .was one particularly exciting
incident,” continued Sir Francis Hum.
phry. “EKing No. 2 besiéged with his
garrison of 5000 men in: the fortified
palace at Kabul, was given a twenty-
four hours’ ultimatum to surrender to
an attacking force of 12,000. The al-
ternative was an attack with sealine
ladders, no quarter, and general loot
ing: massacre. The King replied that
nothing would induce him to come oul
unless the safety of himself and his lad-
lex was taken m-hand by an English-
man.  We had no soldiers, and neo
means of enforcing our authority ex- |
cept by our tongues. The aerodrome
was situated hetween the two armies.
only 400 yards from each, and raked
by a devastating cross-fire. We had to
take the risk, and we  telegraphed for
aeroplanes. When the machines arriv-
ed in sight from India we cave the
signal to both armies to cease fire. For-
tunately for us they obeyed. The aerc-
planes landed in silence, and the King
andl -his ladies, - escorted - by unarmed
Enptlishmen from the .British Legation, |«
went to the waiting ‘machires-and were |
[ flowntsafely to . India. = 'There’is no

doubt “whatever: that the Royal Air
Force, on this occasion, by their gal-
lantry.not only: saved the city and the-
-foreign-Legations from a ‘terrible- fate, |:
éput probably ‘saved” England’ from - an-
‘oher war.”’. ¥iscotint’ Bridgeman, pro- |
fposing-a vote of thanks to Sir‘Francis,
"sald 'Shrewsbury:iwas proud to:claim:
him-asan old boy.  He had saved the
situation in' Kabul ‘by his¥couraga and |
coolness, and. by “his-knowledgeliof the

idiosyneracies (of those- with' whom he

a1ty

BT

had to deal. . s
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Your excell tuary rightly .
descnbes "Sir Francis 4§ having had
a versatile carcer. He was not only
soldler,- avia'tqn dmmmtrator dip- ©
lomat and rcampany cbaimian. He
was-also cla.ss/ichlfscho}ar,f st class

“cricketer, hwppy ?ﬁly—ﬁs’hcrmau fine
5ho£ and euterta;mmg rat:onteur

""He ‘three 'times took W»*G-

Graces ‘wickef .and' once;, ‘playing
for: G)x:Eord~ve=rsus Susaex that of
stood scvsnth in the

EU& :

p It “was dir n‘,”fhe tlxu'd‘A?fahan

war, 1919, that h" ctlped sWay hesi--
tatmg tribesmen in’ the right direc-
tion, arriving at‘the.J4gir by air; at
a time-whén_aircraftiwere rare and
unsafe. - and -:making -apt use of.
Pushtoo proverbs o L mhen the
femaﬂe drog hfts herfoot. .. ¥
“In the war against Hitler he was
proud = of thaving ~ formed the

' | British- Susar- Corporation, which

saved us ‘much -shipping, and of
playing some part, as chaitman of
the . Itaq. Petroleum Companv in
easing -the ‘flow "of pe'tmleum
across the deﬁert

Lbowling averagés some the

I—Ie saw acﬁve service  in four ¥

pi\:me -'h mﬂd
during ﬂhe peace to wh <it i It
was 70" Squadron RAF wﬁo,,,ﬂﬁw
‘850 beleaguered. legation stafif of
‘many nations from* the snow-
-covered air strip near. Kahul to
Peshawar 'in ‘their Vickers ~Vic-
torias - in 1928-29. Soon .—a.fte:r-
wards in ‘Iraq it ‘was again 70
Squadron who ;}mdmced ‘British
infantry: out of thé sky.as if by
magic to chec:k without bloodshed

A i - Francis B always
_travelled by air, ‘Gsually “piloting
his own. de Havilland Moth; T&g&r
Pm;s and Leopa.nd : .

., Sir Francis went-out oI: S Way
Io help the' neglected, the’ ucky,
th weak, the 0ld. ‘and - the: in:
expemenced -He was-a strong. and
just” man; favoured. by " Fortune.
He helped " to " keep the Pax
Britannica, like his: faﬂher-mJla;w
before lnm , A

Ve

T Mr Dav1d Whttelaw, novelist

playwright, and inventor of Lexi- -

con” aund a nember of other card
;gmas died on Wednesdax aged




j cept by our tongues. The azerodrome

[ flown:“safely:
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v wasw GoUIPANY.
{ AN EPIC OF THE AIR.\.

- Colonel Sir Francis Humphrys, re-:
cently Minister at Kabul re ted somie .
of the exciting events in that city-when.
distributing prizes at Shrewsbury School -
this week. After appealing to the boys
to show’a spirit of enterprise and ad.¢
venture, Sir Francis said -there were
occasions in life when it was impera-
tive that risks should be taken.. ‘‘If
I may refer to.recent happenings in
which I have been involved,” he. con-
tinmed, “I will tell you, for the first
time, and in my own words, about. an
epic of the air which is unparalleled in
history. It was a thousand times
worth -while to face the risks so calmly
taken by the Roval Air Force to save.
Kabul wheil all means of communica-
tion by land had been hopelessly cut off. |
The aeroplanes flew 1o our rescue from
Bagdad, and even from Ezypt, COVer-
ing sometimes as much as 1000 miles jn
a single day: These machines had oper-
ated before orly in hot climates, and
at a maximum heighé.of 40060 feet.-
-They were suddenly-called upon to fly
overs snow-bound and  inhospitable
monntains, at a height far greater-than
the Alps, in a temperature 30 degrees
below zero, and to land on a strange
aerodrome,, in two feet of snow. with a
fierce battle raging in the mneighbour- |
bood. ‘But never once did they refuse
my call. | More’ than eighty journeys '’
were made, and about 35,000 miles were
flown, with the loss- of omne machine,
frozen in the -air, and one shot down.
Nearly 600 British subjects and foreign-
ers were conveyed to safety without a
single casualty. : ;

r @NGLAND SAVED FROM WAR. /3

i ““There -was ane.particularly exciting
incident,” continued Sir Franeis Hum.
phry. “EKing No. 2 besiéged with his
garrison of 5000 men in:the {ortified
palace at Kabul, was given a- twenty-
four hours’ ultimatum to surrender to
an attacking force of 12,000. The -al-
ternative was an atfack with scaling
ladders, no quarter, and general loot- |
ing massacre. The King Teplied that
nothing would induce him to come cutb
unless the safety of himself and his lad-
iex was taken in:hand by an Tnglish-
man._ We had no soldiers, and neo
means of -enforcing our authority ex-

was situated between the two armies,
only 400 yards from ‘each, and raked
by a devastating crossfire. We had to
take the risk, and we - telegraphed for
aeroplanes.” When the machines arriv-
ed in’ sight from India we gave the
signal-to both armies to cease fire. For-
tunately for us.they obeyed. The aero-
planes landed in silence, and the King

. went to’ the_walting ‘machiites and -were
y JIndia. - ‘There is no
5 that* the® Royal Air

doubt whatev

lantry

| situation

, He bad saved the
“by_hisieonrage and
khowledge of the
h ,whqm_'h'e

an- old=boy.
ition in'rKabu
coolness; 'and,%’_bg’:;
idiosyneracies jof
had 1@6‘%23‘
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and +his Jadies, - escorted - by unarmed |.
| Englishmen from. the Britisk Legation, |-
e :

 Force; -on™this, occasion, by their - gal- |
‘not_only saved the city and the.|
‘foreign-Lecations from a*terrible-fate, |.

but piobably “saved: England: from an-
ofher war.! Giscount Bridgeman,” pro- -
sing-a“vote of thanks to Sir‘Francis,

‘prond ‘to.lclajin:|!
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